309  ENVIRONMENTAL ANTHROPOLOGY
Fall  2010     Mon. & Wed.  2:00–3:15     SB 210

Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor

Office hours: Mon. & Wed. 11:00–12:00, Tues. & Thurs. 2:00–3:00 or by appointment

Office 100 F (inside archaeology lab) Social & Behavioral Sciences Building

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
Course Description

Human beings live in all parts of the world due to our biology and unique abilities for creating  culture and technology. We inhabit a remarkable range of environments and ecosystems. How societies use and conserve resources, how they alter their natural worlds, how their ideas and practices are shaped by their environments, and how they conceive of Nature itself varies greatly cross-culturally. The study of the specific relationships between people and their environments is a subject of ongoing interest in anthropology that is especially relevant in today’s world as environmental issues have increasingly important societal, political, economic and global consequences. Topics to be explored in this class include: 

-  human adaptability in diverse environmental niches

-  gender & women’s issues 
-  culture as a mediating influence in human ecology 

-  economic development
-  wealth & power differences in access to resources

-  rights of native peoples
-  biodiversity & resource conservation



-  environment & cognition
-  the environmental justice movement



-  globalization
-  urbanization & sustainability




-  climate change
-  religion, spirituality, and management of environmental resources

-  industrialization & the conflict between unlimited growth and a finite resource base

-  ethnoecology & the world market for traditional environmental knowledge



Required Texts
 Emilio F. Moran 


Human Adaptability: An Introduction to Ecological Anthropology, 3rd. edition  Boulder CO: 
Westview Press (2008)

Nora Haenn and Richard R. Wilk (editors)

The Environment in Anthropology: A Reader in Ecology, Culture, and Sustainable Living   New York: New York University Press (2006)

Michael R. Dove and Carol Carpenter (editor)

Environmental Anthropology: A Historical Reader  Malden MA: Blackwell (2009)

Grading and Requirements
First Exam  9/27  



25%

Mid-term Essay due 11/1


25%

Final Exam  12/8



30%

Quizzes




15%  
Attendance & Participation  


5% 
The two exams will be taken in class and will consist of a variety of objective questions. Exams will not be comprehensive.  The first exam will cover our discussion of the book Human Adaptability.  
The final exam will cover material from the last nine class meetings of the semester. 
An 8 – 10 page take-home mid-term due in class on November 1 will be based on lectures and readings since the first exam.  It will consist of one essay question selected by you from a choice of several. I will hand out the instructions two weeks before the essay is due. 
Seven unannounced quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Your lowest two scores will be dropped. These quizzes will act as check-ups to help you gauge how well you are following the lectures and the reading assignments. No make-up quizzes. If you’re absent on quiz day, that will be your drop score.  (If you miss more than two quizzes, you’re missing too many classes.)
You are required to be an active participant in this course. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is figured into your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. 
It’s very important to complete each meeting’s assigned reading so that we can discuss it during class. Lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as I will often present material not in the books. I encourage you to visit me during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, we can set an appointment. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse…) Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Course Schedule
Wed. 8/18
Introduction to the Class
STUDIES OF HUMAN ADAPTABILITY TO ECOSYSTEMS
Mon. 8/23
Moran   Chapter 5  “Human Adaptability to Arctic Zones” pp. 123-155

Wed. 8/ 25
 
Mon. 8/30
 Moran   Chapter 6  “Human Adaptability to High Altitudes” pp. 157-187

Wed. 9/1
 
Mon. 9/6
LABOR DAY    NO CLASS MEETING
Wed. 9/8
Moran   Chapter 7 “Human Adaptability to Arid lands” pp. 189-225

Mon. 9/13
Moran   Chapter 8 “Human Adaptability to Grasslands” pp. 227-261

Wed. 9/15
 
Mon. 9/20
Moran   Chapter 9 “Human Adaptability to Humid Tropics” pp. 263-304

Wed. 9/22
Mon. 9/27
 EXAM
THE POLITICS OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

indigenous movements and environmentalism, biodiversity conservation, managing the 
environment, political ecology, economic development and underdevelopment
Wed. 9/29
 Dove & Carpenter   Roy Ellen  “Forest Knowledge, Forest Transformation: Political Contingency, Historical Ecology, and the Renegotiation of Nature in Central Seram” pp. 321-338; Tania Murray Li  “Articulating Indigenous Identity in Indonesia:  Resource Politics and the Tribal Slot” pp. 339-362
Mon. 10/4 
FALL BREAK  NO CLASS MEETING
Wed. 10/6
 Dove & Carpenter   J. Peter Brosius  “Green Dots, Pink Hearts: Displacing Politics from the Malaysian Rainforest”  pp. 363-392; Anna Lowenhapt Tsing  “Becoming a Tribal Elder, and Other Green Development Fantasies”  pp. 393-422
Mon. 10/11
 Haenn & Wilk    Susan C. Stonich and Billie R. Dewalt “The Political Ecology of Deforestation in Honduras” pp. 284-301; Suzana Sawyer “Indigenous Initiatives and Petroleum Politics in the Ecuadorian Amazon” pp. 361-385, Martha Honey “Treading Lightly? Ecotourism’s Impact on the Environment” pp. 449-457
Wed. 10/13
 Haenn & Wilk   Kevin A. Hill “Conflicts over Development and Environmental Values: The International Ivory Trade in Zimbabwe’s Historical Context” pp. 215-225; Kent Redford, Katrina Brandon, and Steven Sanderson “Holding Ground”  pp. 237-242; Michael McRae  “Road Kill in Cameroon”  pp. 246-254 
ENVIRONMENTAL KNOWLEDGE


ethnoecology, social identity and perception of the landscape, tribal society & 
representations of tribal peoples, globalization
Mon. 10/18
Haenn & Wilk   Virginia D. Nazarea “A View from a Point: Ethnoecology as Situated Knowledge” pp. 34-39; Nora Haenn “The Power of Environmental Knowledge: Ethnoecology and Environmental Conflicts in Mexican Convservation” pp. 226-236

Wed. 10/20 
Dove & Carpenter    Maurice Bloch “People into Places: Zafimaniry Concepts of Clarity”  pp. 425–434; Charles O. Frake “Pleasant Places, Past Times, and Sheltered Identity in Rural East Anglia”  pp. 435-456
Mon. 10/25
 Haenn & Wilk   F. Berkes, D. Feeny, B.J. McCay, & J.M. Acheson “The Benefits of the Commons” pp. 355-360; Will Anderson” Tribal Whaling Poses New Threat” pp. 386-389; David Maybury-Lewis “On the Importance of Being Tribal” pp. 390-399 
Wed. 10/27  
Haenn & Wilk   Richard R. Wilk “The Ecology of Global Consumer Culture” pp. 418-429; Brewster Kneen “The Invisible Giant: Cargill and Its Transnational Strategies” pp. 443-448; Carol Kaplan “A World Without Boundaries” pp. 430-441 
Mon. 11/1  
 ESSAY DUE
THE NATURE-CULTURE DICHOTOMY

Wed. 11/3
Dove & Carpenter   Darrell Addison Posey  “Indigenous Management of Tropical Forest Ecosystems: The Case of the Kayapó Indians of the Brazilian Amazon” pp. 89-101; James Fairhead and Melissa leach  “False Forest History, Complicit Social Analysis: Rethinking Some West African Environmental Narratives”  pp. 102-117
Mon. 11/8
Dove & Carpenter   E.E. Evans-Pritchard  “Interest in Cattle”  pp. 118-137; Marvin Harris  “The Cultural Ecology of India’s Sacred Cattle”  pp. 138-153
ECOLOGY AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

Wed. 11/10 
Dove & Carpenter   Marcel Mauss  “Seasonal Variation of the Eskimo:  A Study in Social Morphology” pp. 157-167; Julian H. Steward  “The Great Basin Shoshonean Indians:  An Example of a Family level of Sociocultural Integration”  pp. 168-180
 
Mon. 11/15
Dove & Carpenter   Fredrik Barth  “Ecological Relationships of Ethnic Groups in Swat, North Pakistan”  pp. 181-189; Clifford Geertz  “The Wet and the Dry:  Traditional Irrigation in Bali and Morocco”  pp. 190-201
DIMENSIONS OF GENDER IN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Wed. 11/17
Haenn & Wilk   Sally Ethelson  “Gender, Population, Environment” pp. 113-117; Vandana Shiva  “Staying Alive:  Women, Ecology, and Development”  pp. 183-190
ETHNOECOLOGY AND SWIDDEN AGRICULTURE

Mon. 11/22
Dove & Carpenter
Harold C. Conklin  “An Ethnoecological Approach to Shifting Agriculture” pp. 241-248; Robert L. Carneiro  “Slash-and-Burn Agriculture: A Closer Look at its Implications for Settlement Patterns”  pp. 249-253
Wed. 11/24 
THANKSGIVING    NO CLASS MEETING
NATURAL SCIENCE MODELS OF RESOURCE USE

Mon. 11/29
Dove & Carpenter   Roy A. Rappaport  “Ritual Regulation of Environmental Relations among a New Guinea People”  pp. 254-263; Kristen Hawkes, Kim Hill, and James F. O’Connell  “Why Hunters Gather:  Optimal Foraging and the Aché of Eastern Paraguay”  pp. 265-283
THE BOUNDED AND BALANCED COMMUNITY

Wed. 12/1
Dove & Carpenter  Jacqueline S. Solway and Richard B. Lee  “Foragers, Genuine or Spurious?:  Situating the Kalahari San in History”  pp. 284-308; Robert McC. Netting  “Links and Boundaries: Reconsidering the Alpine Village as Ecosystem”  pp. 309-318
FINAL EXAM  Wednesday December 8 at 3:00 
